
 

28 

F
ir

st
 U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

o
d

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
 

34
 S

o
u

th
 M

ai
n

 S
tr

ee
t 

R
o

ch
es

te
r,

 N
H

  0
38

67
 

60
3-

94
8-

11
79

 
w

w
w

.f
ir

st
u

m
cr

o
ch

es
te

r.
o

rg
  

 

1 

First United Methodist Church                                                               Rochester, NH 03867 
www.firstumcrochester.org                                                                    603-948-1179                                                   
Published Monthly                                                                                    June  2022                                                                   
Donna L. Downes, Editor                                                                         kdld@metrocast.net  

The Messenger 

Saturday, June 25                                  
from  9-1:30 pm 

 
Please  sign up to donate  on the Red 

Cross website, www.redcross.blood.org or see Pat Hewitt 
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PASTOR’S CORNER 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

This being the last pastoral letter that I will write to you, my First UMC family, 
I am struggling to find the words that can adequately express what my family 
and I are feeling as we prepare to say goodbye on the 19th. So much has hap-
pened in your lives and in ours over the course of the past ten years. In my 
prayers for just the right words, I was directed to the letter I received from then
-Bishop Peter Weaver following my appointment to Rochester.  Here is an 
excerpt from that letter: 
 

As you serve Christ and the people of First UMC, remember that you 
are sent to a ministry of growing disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. Effective pastoral ministry is built on 
genuine loving relationships with the people you serve. Make rela-
tionship building one focus… 

 

Vital worship is one of your critical responsibilities. Worship touches 
the heart of the faithful as they are nourished, challenged, and in-
spired to live out their discipleship. 
 
As the newly appointed pastor of First UMC the Bishop and the Cabi-
net expect you to work with people in the following areas of ministry -  

*Deepen their walk with Christ 
*Help them continue to find ways to connect with persons 
outside the church, in the community. 

 

I have strived to follow these instructions, and I believe we have done these 
things, albeit not without mistakes along the way. I have never claimed to be 
perfect, that’s for sure. I have sought only to be faithful to my call from God 
and to the itinerant ministry in the UMC to which I have been ordained. I have 
tried to be an instrument of God’s grace and love. I am reminded of a quote I 
heard years ago by Mother Theresa of Calcutta. As she was being interviewed 
by reporters seeking to share the story of her work among the poorest of the 
poor, she said: “I am a little pencil in the hand of God. [He] does the writing. 
The pencil has nothing to do with it.”  What has inspired me over the past dec-
ade is that you have also been pencils allowing God to do the writing. It is a 
beautiful story - allow God to continue writing it! 
 

Now I am being sent to a new field of mission. Each of us has our own minis-
try to continue faithfully. In order for me to do that, I must ask you several 
favors. First, remember that as of June 19th I will no longer be your pastor. 
Please refrain from contacting me in any pastoral capacity. As of July 1st, Rev. 
Ho-Soon Han, a good friend and trusted colleague, will become your pastor. 
She is eager to share in ministry with you. Please welcome her as you have 
welcomed me - with open hearts, open minds, and open doors. Also, be as-
sured that the SPPRC has arranged for Rev. Bob Lefebvre to provide pastoral 
coverage during the time between when I leave and Ho-Soon arrives.  
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June 
 If you do not see your birthday listed, or date is 
incorrect, please contact the church office to 
update your information.  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Jayden  Watson 

Jacob Meehan-Ross 

Pat Hewitt 

Patrick Meehan 

Doreen Howard 

Karen Tompson 

Jane Combs 

Scott Benoit 

Kelly Hearn 

Pat Karmeris 

Kaylee Mayotte 

Kathy Mills 

Marilyn Jones 

Bob Morse 

Richard Watcher 

Henty Wolforth 

Marian Veno 

Kristen Hearn 

Donna Downes 

Samantha Battis 

Eileen Foss 

Lynn Georgious 

Ray Keefe 

Jeff Rasmussen 

Julie Gagne 

Charlotte Libby  

June  Updates:  
New address:  

Mary Marquardt  
150 W Blakenstone Ave 
Norfolk, VA  23510 

 
Directory Updates:  If you have any updates or corrections for the new directory, 
please contact Donna Downes at kdld@metrocast.net or notify the church office.    
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5 

6 

6 

8 

12 

13 

15 

15 

15 

16 

16 

17 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 

26 

29 

29 

30 

30 

Birthdays- Ursa Joy (grandchild of Anni and Charlie DeVito) 
turned  1 year old on May 12th.  

 
 
Baptisms- Stella Jean Miltner 
Parents –Kelly (Hughes) Miltner, Albert Miltner 
Grandparents– Donna and Dan Hughes 

                          Al and Karen Miltner 



 

26 

  

You have all seen the Steinway grand piano that graces 

the front of our sanctuary but do you know how it came to 

be?  It was a gift to our church by two very generous mem-

bers who have since passed on, Leo and Marjorie Ollila.  

They are the two folks on either side of Rev. James Cann 

in the picture below.  Pastor Cann served FUMC from 2003

-2012 and passed away in 2017. 

 

 

 

Kent Marzoli, Records and History 

 

3 

PASTOR’S CORNER (cont. from pg 2) 

 

Second, it is both normal and natural to want to reach out to me in times of 
great celebration or sorrow. We have spent a great deal of time building rela-
tionships, and it makes sense to want to seek my attention and/or involvement 
if and when these things arise. I humbly ask you to refrain from doing that. It is 
unfair to your new pastor, who wants nothing more than to build relationships 
with each of you, and it is unfair to me as I need to build relationships with 
another congregation.  My involvement in any aspect of the life of FUMC 
must be by invitation only from your current pastor. 
 

Third, we may still be friends. In many ways, such a change in relationship is a 
blessing because it removes the professional aspect to it. We don’t have to 
“talk shop” anymore. We can simply say hello and share our joys or woes as 
friends do. With that said, social media allows us to continue to be in contact 
and to pay attention to what is going on in each other’s lives. We all must be 
very careful that the continuation of these connections does not cross profes-
sional boundaries. I don’t believe it is necessary for me or for you to 
“unfriend” the other. For example, I may wish you a happy birthday or offer a 
“thinking of you”-type comment, but that is simply because I care for you in a 
personal way, rather than a professional way. Please know that if you feel the 
need to “unfriend” me, I will take no offense at all. 
 

All of this is to say that, after ten years of building relationships, we don’t just 
turn that off. However, we all have to take care so as not to put any one of us, 
Ho-Soon, you, or me, in an uncomfortable or unprofessional position. Those of 
us who have been around the UMC for a while know that it is made somewhat 
easier when pastors move a distance away from their previous appointments. 
That is not true for us this time. I am literally moving 9 miles down the road. 
We will have to take extra care to make sure we aren’t encroaching on bounda-
ries that are established for good reasons. 
 

Now, at the end, I can only say “Thank you” for allowing me to serve as your 
pastor. Words cannot express my gratitude for the experiences we have shared, 
and for the ministry we have been a part of together. All of this has been truly 
life-changing for me, and I hope you can say the same. Through the trials and 
triumphs, joys and sorrows of life, we have walked hand in hand. I hope you 
noticed that through it all Jesus has been walking with us. The good news is 
that, though we now go our separate ways, Jesus will remain with you and go 
with me. As resurrection people we are reminded that the story does not end 
here, we simply turn the page to start writing the next chapter. 
 

Patrice, Jonah, Nathaniel, Ethan, and Lily join me in thanking you for all your 
love and support over the years, and in wishing you all the best - always. You 
will be in our prayers. 
 

Peace, love, and many blessings, 
Pastor Jeff 
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Feed the Need 

To be disciples, living and teaching the Word of God 

PREPARE FOR WORSHIP IN JUNE 

 

June 5th - Pentecost, Sacrament of Baptism, Sacrament of Holy 
Communion 
Texts: Acts 2:1-21 and John 14:8-17, 25-27 
Title: In Christ’s Name 
Theme: The day of Pentecost celebrates the ways that the Holy 
Spirit acts within all who believe, helping us let go of fear, dream of 
a better future, and trust God in all things. 
 

June 12th - Trinity Sunday, Peace with Justice Sunday, Children’s 
Sunday 
Texts: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 and John 16:12-15 
Title: Wisdom is Calling - Presented by the Youth 
Theme: Wisdom is calling us to a deeper understanding of, and re-
lationship with, God. 
 

June 19th - Second Sunday after the Pentecost, Father’s Day, Jeff’s 
Last Day  
Texts: Galatians 3:23-29 and Luke 8:26-39 
Title: Nobody Gets Left Behind 
Theme: The man whom Jesus healed longed to be free of what pos-
sessed him so that he could rejoin society after long being excluded. 
We are all gathered together as the family of God. No one is left 
behind. God is present with us all no matter where we stay or where 
we go. 
 

June 26th - Third Sunday After Pentecost, Rev. Robert Lefebvre 
preaching 
Texts: 1Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 and Luke 9:51-62 
Title:    God is calling you... how will you reply? 
Theme:  God calls people to serve in many, different ways. Our 

response to that call can make a difference in the lives of many peo-

ple we come in contact with, but are we willing to go all out and do 

the work set before us, or just pick and choose those things which 

will not interfere with our comfort level? 
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JUNE 
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

   1 
9am Project Linus 
 
 
6pm Cub Scouts 
PACK 184 

2 
 
 
6:30 pm Seacoast 
Carvers (Hans 
Walter)  
 
 
6:30 pm Choir  

3 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
10 AM– AA 
Group 

5 
PENTECOST 

 
COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 
 
9:30 am Worship 
 

 
 

 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 pm  Project Linus 
 
 
7pm Finance 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6pm Witherell 
Bells 
 
7pm Boy Scouts 

8 
 
9am Project Linus 
 
 
 
 
6pm Cub Scouts 
PACK 184 
 

9 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir  

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
10 AM– AA 
Group 

12 
CHILDREN’S  

AND 
SCOUTS DAY  

 
9:30 am Worship 
 
11:30 Celebration of 
Life Gloria Stiles 
 
4:30 Organ Recital  
(David Wold Piano and 

Organ Studio) 
        

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6 pm  Project Linus 
 
6:30pm Worship 
Committee 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 pm Witherell  
Bells 
 
7pm Boy Scouts 
 

15 
NEWLETTER 

DEADLINE 
 
 
9 am Linus 
 
 
6 pm Cub Scouts 
PACK 184 
Meeting HH 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Seacoast 
Carvers (Hans 
Walter) 
 
6:30 Choir  

17 
 

18 
10 AM– AA 
Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
FATHERS 

DAY 
 
9:30 am Worship 
 
11:00 Coffee hour  

Celebration for Jeff 
 

 

20 
FIRST DAY OF  

SUMMER 
 
 
6 pm  Project Linus 
 
 
7 pm Admin. 
Council 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm Trustees 
 
7 pm– Boy Scouts 
 
 

22 
9 am Project 
Linus 
 
 
6 pm– Pack 184 
Cub Scouts 

 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Choir  

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
9Am– Red Cross 
Blood Drive 
 
10 AM– AA 
Group 

26 
9:30 am Worship  
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
6 pm  Linus 
 
6:30 pm SPPRC 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
9 am Project 
Linus 

30 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Choir 
Rehearsal 

 
 

 

                       JUNE 
 

Greeters                     Liturgists          
 
5-   Eileen Foss                                                             Rev. Robert Lefebvre 

12-  Sharon and Dick Parker                                            (Could this be you?) 

19-  Pat Hewitt                                                                    Shirley Wilson  

26-   Beverly Wheeler and Carl Mallaber                      (Could this be you?) 
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SOUPED UP  SUNDAYS                                                    
Thank you to  all who have continued to support  this ministry.   

Souped up Sundays will start back up in the fall,  dates to be an-
nounced in an upcoming Messenger.  

         We celebrate Birthdays & Blessings the first Sunday of each    
         month with cakes & coffee in Hurd Hall.  

 
        Anyone who would like to host Coffee Fellowship may sign up 
        on the calendar located on the bulletin board in the Welcome      

 Center. Please help us provide the important ministry of hospitality.  

NOW Committee meetings will cease for the summer months.  We look forward to 
starting in the fall.  For more information on the NOW Committee, please contact 
Pat Hewitt– Chairperson. 

  We are still searching for volunteers to help with the 
  worship service.   
 

Volunteers needed are: 
Ushers, Greeters or Liturgists.  

 
If you are interested, or just would like more information please con-
tact  the following people; training will be provided upon request.  
 

Ushers– Marianne Gustafson  at jjimgus@gmail.com or 603-
534-3513. 
 
Greeters– Diane Marzoli at mrz167mrvn@myfairpoint.net or 
603-332-1766. 
 
Liturgists– Janice Wolforth at 603-332-4312. 
 (Please note, a calendar will be located in the Welcome Cen-
ter for sign-up for this).  

 
You can find a  schedule online at: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4A822A5FE3-fumc2  
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Brief Introduction by Ho-Soon Han 
 

 
 

I was born and raised in Seoul, South Korea and came to the United 
States in 1995 to study at Boston University School of Theology. I was 
ordained in the New England Conference as a deacon in 1998 and elder 
in 2001. I served at Chestnut Street UMC in Gardner, MA, Lee Memo-
rial UMC in Norwich, CT, Christ UMC in Groton, CT, Church on the 
Cape, Kennebunkport, ME. 
 
I have three sons--Shawn, 26, a staff at Emmanuel College, Teddy, 24, 
an engineer at Abbott Labs, and Joel, 22, a fellow at US Holocaust Me-
morial Museum. They have been the source of love and joy, my teach-
ers and my rocks. I am a divorced single woman who has learned that 
healing and wholeness in human life is an ongoing process.   
 
I am a spiritual leader who experiences the spiritual realm as a reality 
and a creative writing major who uses the gift of imagination to concep-
tualize and explain the spiritual experiences in a plain language for oth-
ers to understand. I am a storyteller that can bring life to the old stories 
including my own conversion and ongoing transformation and make 
connection with the listeners. I am also an active listener with compas-
sion which makes others easy to open up and engage in conversations. I 
admit my own brokenness and vulnerability and continue to work to be 
an authentic and whole person. This makes it possible for me to connect 
with others with imperfection and invite them to the journey with 
Christ. 
  
I feel honored and privileged that I am called to work with you for the 
ministry of FUMC. I am looking forward to meeting each of you and 
living among you as part of the community. 
 
In peace, 
Ho-Soon 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4FA4A822A5FE3-fumc2
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As I write this, the rain has returned with some thunder and light-
ning this evening after a bit of a break from the torrential down-
pours we had this afternoon. It reminded me of some of the times 
I used to write newsletter articles when I was the Chair of Trus-
tees many years ago.  

Sometimes the weather can reflect our emotions and sometimes 
our emotions reflect the weather. I’ve been a Methodist all my 
life and the change of a minister is never easy. Change brings the 
unknown which can raise many emotions like the way New Eng-
land weather can change from one moment to the next.  

In the 3 churches I have served in I have been through 8 minister 
changes and have had 11 ministers. In the 20 years I’ve been at 
FUMC I’ve seen 3 ministers and 2 changes. Each one has brought 
something different to the church and each one has left their 
mark and Jeff is no exception. 

In the last two years especially, I have spent a lot of time with Jeff 
as we recorded services while we were closed. As a Lay Leader, 
for almost the entire time he has been here, we have discussed 
and spoken on many different topics, attends seminars together, 
been on three missions trips together, and worked hard to make 
FUMC a church we can all be proud of. None of this however 
would have been possible without all of you working so hard right 
there beside us.  

Just like the ministers who lead, so do we as volunteers. When I 
attend conference or district events, or speak with our District 
Superintendent, or even once or twice with our bishop, I have al-
ways touted how FUMC is the most welcoming and warmest I 
have ever had the privilege to be part of.  No matter our differ-
ences, likes or dislikes, we seem to be able to leave all that at the 
door when we enter, and truly come together as one body of 
Christ to be about his work.                                              (cont. pg 7) 
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Concerns-                                             

Specified and Recent                                     

Amy B (experiencing many personal difficulties); Shirley 

Sanborn; Elaine Casler (home recouperating); Dan Lombardi 

(Covid-19); Jennifer Carter (very sick with blood issue); Re-

newed prayers for Dorothy Tandy (Milton Smith’s mother); Kris-

tin Simoneau (overwhelming health challenges); Cheryl– compli-

cations after a hip replacement; Ken Downes (continued healing 

from surgeries); Larry Edgerly (continued healing); Gary 

Leughmyer (continued healing); Warren Cummings (healing fol-

lowing a serious fall); Warren’s daughter Lois (colonoscopy 

after a positive test); Cindy Edgerly (pacemaker issues); Nina 

Sauva (continued healing ); Kellie (friend of Terri Whitten); 

Larry (Kellie is caregiver for him); Emma McQueen, dealing 

with major depression (Karen and Ken Manning's niece); Kathy 

Towne (diabetes and sickness); Diane Woodhill, Ann Moynihan, 

Kelly Hearn (healing after knee replacement); Pastor Kenneth 

Kerr from Washington State (hospitalized), Jennifer Carter 

(healing): FUMC and the Cape Porpoise churches and the Pastors 

and their families with their upcoming transitions; John Cane 

(healing); Barb Marzoli (healing but still on restrictions); 

Marlene Guay (medical diagnosis of mild vascular demtia and 

surgery on May 27); Cameron and Tessa Wiltshire (Covid-19); 

John Leary; Rural Mission Team (mission this month); those 

impacted from the shooting in Buffalo, NY, Frank Milinski 

(medical issues); Nancy-Ann Ferren (healing from foot sur-

gery); Eileen and David Goethel (Covid-19)                                                   

Battling Cancer                                            

Marian Lampron’s granddaughter Courtney;  Charles Wachter; 

Donna (co-worker of Kevin Lindsay); Deb Storrs; Heidi Tur-

cotte; Don St. Cyr; Dee-Dee (Diane Jones sister-in-law); Jen-

nifer Philips (stage 4 lung cancer); Nicholas; Jackie Saucier 

(stage 4 lung cancer); Ron (stage 4 rectal cancer); Jim Ca-

dogan (stage 4 bone and lung cancer); Artie Jones; Theresa 

Hervey; David Goethel 

Homebound, Nursing Home, Rehab, Palliative Care, Hospice    

Bill and Gloria Hartford; Barbara Taylor; Helen Marison; Kitty 

Jenness; Warren and Edna Carr; Stan and Susan Lapham; Chaplain 

Kenneth E. Dearstyne St.; Dennis Esposito (in memory care fa-

cility); Lynn Renard (Rochester Manor)       

Those Deployed                                                                       

We celebrate the return of Patrick Combs and Jeremy Hewitt 

from deployment in the military.  
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 In Our Thoughts and Prayers                                
Bold indicates new addition to prayer lists                            

Please note: We have deleted a number of names on the prayer list 

to keep the list current. If we deleted something that you would 

prefer to be left on the list, please send Pastor Jeff a Message.  

We are glad to make the adjustment.    

Concerns– General– Unnamed                             
FUMC, People unemployed, homeless, hungry, dealing with finan-

cial concerns; those with chronic pain; Those struggling with 

Lyme Disease; Those struggling with substance use and mental 

health issues and their families; All dealing with COVID-19 

(those ill, those caring, those researching, those furloughed, 

those isolated from loved ones, those afraid, those in vulner-

able communities, those dying); Soldiers separated from loved 

ones; Our Sisters and brothers from the black community who 

are repeatedly victims of overt and subtle individual/

institutionalized racism; Peace in our land; Protection for 

all first responders and medical/health professionals; Safe 

keeping of our solders and sailors; An end to crisis in 

Ukraine; Prayers for refugees from Ukraine                                     

Concerns– Named- Ongoing                                    

Elaine Menard; Robin Stevens (serious health conditions); Ted 

(health concerns); Marie (strength as a caregiver); Margaret 

Combs (direction for life); Marianne Gustafson (eyesight is-

sues); Patty (dementia/ Diane Jones sister); Robert Carrol 

(hospice care); Matt (dealing with working the steps/ addic-

tion); Larry (diagnosed with Alzheimer’s); Tammy Johnson 

(serious lung condition); Janie Snyder (health concerns); 

Archie (baby born with Spina Bifida); Britny Fox’s sister 

(dying with a blood infections); Debbie Lotter’s brother 

(having tests); Dan (hospice care); Susan Lapham; Liz (mental 

health issues, prayer for guidance); Megan (Teri Whitten’s 

daughter (prayers for mental health and substance abusive be-

havior issues); Artie Jones (more biopsies/tests in prepara-

tion for his upcoming surgery); Mary Oliver, a friend of 

Shirley Wilson (healing after 25% lung removal); Debbie 

Boynton (medical issues) 

Prayers and Condolences to those who have passed:                            

Please pray for the Family and Friends of:                     

Janice Smith; Jeannette Gould; Lynn Renard; Stan Lapham; Katie 

Merrihew Bisson; Debbie Lotter (on the passing of her Mother); 

Fay Major; Ed Abrotsky  

Prayers For The Ministry We Support                          

We Support Dr. Belinda Forbes & Family 
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As much as I am so very sad to see Jeff move on to a new adven-
ture I am equally brewing with excitement and anticipation to 
welcome Ho-Soon and work with her. I hope all of you will be 
too.  

Change like transitions are never easy. They can fill us with fear 
or make us uneasy because it’s the unknown and we like our 
creature comforts. But change can also inspire and bring hope 
and new life. Every year we see the seasons change just like now, 
as we go from the cold of winter to the warmth and new life of 
Spring.  

Rev. Ho-Soon Han’s first official Sunday with us will be July 3rd. I 
know it’s a holiday weekend, but I hope many of you can be 
there to welcome her to our church family. 

Yours in Christ, John Wilderman, Lay Leader 

(On a personal note...cont. from page 4) 

Many have asked if we are doing something for Jeff before he 
leaves and the answer of course is yes.   
 
We are planning on having an extended coffee hour on this his 
last Sunday, June 19, in Hurd Hall.  This is not a surprise, as it is 
Father’s Day, so Jeff does know about it because we needed to 
make sure he would be there. 
 
There will be cake, but anyone wanting to add to the food with 
other goodies may do so.  Please see John Wilderman or Pat 
Hewitt. 
 
The Rev. Ho-Soon Han will be joining us on Children’s Day, June 
12th at the invitation of both myself and Jeff.  However, her first 
official Sunday with us is July 3.  
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                        The Spirit of Pentecost 
 
When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place.  
Suddenly a sound from heaven like the howling of a fierce wind  
filled the entire house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to be individu-
al flames of fire alighting on each of them.  They were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other languages as the Spirit enabled them to speak.         

Acts2: 1-3  CEB 
 

Pentecost will be celebrated on June 5th.  Have you ever wondered 
what Pentecost signifies and where the name derived from?  As written 
in the book of Acts, the apostles were gathered in one place. Scholars 
believe that the apostles were there to celebrate the festival of Shavuot, 
the Jewish celebration held on the 50th day after the second day of Pass-
over.   
 
The origin  of Shavuot was tied to an ancient grain festival, but it later 
became a Jewish holiday like Passover, to honor God’s gifts.  Shavuot 
is the celebration of Moses receiving the Torah on Mount Sinai from 
God.  Pentecost, the 50th day after Easter, is the day when Christians 
received the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
 
The name Pentecost comes from the Greek word pentekiste, which lit-
erally means 50.  Pentecost represents the beginning of the Christian 
church, its birthday.  At Pentecost we are reminded of Jesus’ promise 
that the Holy Spirit, the comforter, would be sent by God.  The Holy 
Spirit descended on the apostles, and they began to speak in tongues. 
Not just speak, but also to be understood.  
 
The feast of Pentecost lasts three days, starting on the 50th day after 

Easter. Since Easter Sunday does not fall on the same date each year, 

the date can vary  from year to year. The first day of the feast is Trinity 

Sunday, the second Monday of the Holy Spirit or Spirit Monday and 

Tuesday is Third Day of the Trinity.  

 

So it’s a feast, what do we eat?  We decorate the table with a red table-

cloth, as red is the color associated with Pentecost,  a  chicken (or poul-

try)  is served to symbolically remember the dove, a 12 fruit salad to 

recall the fruits of the spirit and no meal is complete without dessert so 

cupcakes with frosting and orange embellishments are added, to re-

member the fiery tongues.  Symbols to signify Pentecost are flames, 

wind, the breath of God and a dove.  
 
                                                                                                       (cont. on page 9) 
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Pasta d Fagioli 
From the kitchen of Marlene Guay 

 
2– 15 oz cans of Cannelloni Beans, rinsed (can substitute kidney) 
1 cup water    2 TAB of olive oil  
1 rib of celery, chopped fine   2 onions 
2 carrots     1/4 tsp. salt ,optional 
1 lb ground sweet Italian sausage, cooked 1/4 tsp. red pepper flakes (optional) 
1/4 tsp black pepper   1 TAB tomato paste  
1 can diced tomatoes   4 cloves garlic, minced 
4 cups chicken broth (low sodium ok)  4 oz., 1 cup of ditalini pasta (or 
small                                                                                                     pasta.  

2 oz grated Parmesan Cheese & 1 cup extra for serving 
 

Heat oil in a large saucepan, over medium heat, until simmering.  Add onions, 
carrots, celery, Italian sausage, salt, pepper and cook until vegetables are soft and 
sausage is cooked through. 
 
Add tomato paste, garlic and pepper flakes (reduce amount  of flakes if you don’t 
want it spicey or omit); cook until fragrant, about 2 minutes.  Stir in broth, beans 
and bring to a boil. Reduce heat to med-low, cook about 10 minutes until the fla-
vor has melded.  
 
Increase heat to medium and bring to a boil.  Add pasta and cook; stirring occa-
sionally, until pasta is al dente, about 12 minutes.  Transfer to a crock pot, low 
heat.  Add 2 oz of parmesan cheese.  Top with additional cheese when served. 
 

Prayers of Celebration                                    

Margaret Combs had an audition with the Rockettes; 

352 Project Linus blankets were dedicated on 05-08-

2022; many thanks to all who helped make this minis-

try so productive; Nathaniel Hunt has been hired by 

UNH as a Graduate Student Recruiter; the Spring Fair 

netted over $2000 (great job by all); The Walk to 

Emmaus has returned after a Covid hiatus; The suc-

cess of the Photo Show                                  
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LITURGISTS - SIGN UP TO HELP TODAY 
 
Liturgists, also known as Lay Readers, have been an important part of 
our worship services for years. Unfortunately, the pandemic and subse-
quent lockdown, along with the long-term uncertainty people have ex-
perienced as a result, has wreaked havoc on our volunteers list. Thank-
fully, our Liturgist Coordinator, Janice Wolforth, has created a sign-up 
sheet for the Welcome Center which will take us into the fall, and there 
are many openings available. Will you help us? Traditionally, the liturgist 
leads the Call to Worship, announces the opening hymn, leads the Pray-
er of Confession and Assurance of Pardon and reads the first scripture 
lesson. You may prefer to just read the scripture - it is all up to you, and 
we are happy to provide training by appointment if desired. If you have 
any questions, please speak to Janice, Pastor Bob, or Pastor Jeff.  

FUMC CASSEROLE COMMITTEE  

You may have just come home from the hospital or are at home and 
ill, or are unable to prepare meals while you are recovering, we can 
help! 

Anyone who is in need of meals, please contact Diane Mar-
zoli  332-1766 or Dottie Bickford-Longo  664-5552, or con-
tact the office for assistance. Please let us know of any die-
tary restrictions.  We always bring enough for the whole family.  

Do you have a favorite recipe you would love to share?   
 
We would you like to include your favorite recipe in an upcoming publication of the 
Messenger.  
 
We are looking for recipes of appetizers, main dish, side dish, or dessert, or maybe 
even a favorite beverage you have.   
 
Please send your favorite recipes to Donna Downes at kdld@metrocast.net or 
Roseann Benoit at Office@firstumcrochester.org. 
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(cont. from page 8) 

After Jesus’ accession, the disciples were waiting for the promise giv-

en of the comforter to come.  As Christians, we are sometimes called 

to wait also. Like the apostles, each of us  receives our gifts from the 

Holy Spirit, but unlike them, we receive them at different times in our 

lives. When the Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles, each was 

filled with God’s love and devoted themselves to Jesus’ teaching 

among the community, sharing meals, baptizing, and praying.   

 

May you be blessed by the Holy Spirit on this celebration of Pente-

cost and go forth into your community, to share, to pray with and for 

others, and  go and make disciples.                          – Donna Downes                                                                                  

Thank you to: 
 Gib Hearn and the Audit Committee members for completing this year's 

annual audit! Well done!   

 The volunteers who were present during the week prior to sort, set-up, 
price and organize items donation for the Spring Fair ! 

 Members of Troop 184 for helping to set-up tables for the fair and for 
their help with the recent church clean-up day. 

 The volunteers and members of our Trustees for cleaning up the church 
grounds, mulching and spreading stone. It looks fantastic!    

 The volunteers and “Fair Chair Extraordinaire” Pat Hewitt, for an excellent 
Spring Fair– over $2000 was raised. 

 Dan Saucier, our “Comic Book Coordinator” and his helpers who passed 
out comic books from 10AM– 4PM on Free Comic Book Day! 

 To Cindy Edgerly and Sally Dyer for being present throughout the week of 
the photo show to receive photo entries!    

 To Cindy Edgerly and her crew of volunteers for a wonderful reception 
and awards presentation night for the Annual Photo Show.  

 From Anthony Mozelak and Cindy Edgerly, to the individuals, the NOW 
Committee, and the Memorial Fund for donations to the Tri-State Rural 
Mission Trip to the United Methodist Economic Ministry in Salem, Maine. 
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                FUTURE GEN 

                   June 12, 2022 

 Children's Day/ Scout Sunday 

 
Children and families are encouraged to attend Children's Day, 

Scout Sunday worship service as current scout troops will be recog-

nized during worship. 

 

 Future Gen Sunday School classes have ended and will begin again 

in the fall.  

 

Worship materials for children's use during the service  are in the 

back of sanctuary by the usher tables.  If you can not locate them 

please ask an usher.  

 

We welcome Kaitlin Ciccarello as the new Nursery Coordinator as 

of June 30th.  Kaitlin’s contact email is klhistory16@gmail.com.  

VBS is on the way!  This year we will be having a Food 

Truck Party as we learn that everything we need comes 

from God!  Throughout the week we will discover the dif-

ferent ways God provided for His people throughout the 

Bible.  It’s all centered around our memory verse: “Give 

us this day our daily bread.” – Matthew 6:11. (cont. page 11) 
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As you may know, our nursery has been fully 
operational since May. On a typical Sunday, we 
have 1-4 children in attendance.  
 
We have several dedicated volunteers, but due to 
a scheduling conflicts and life changes, we are 

looking to add a few more volunteers to our roster. You do not need 
any special experience for this job, just a desire to make a safe and 
nurturing environment for our youngest members.  
 
 The time commitment is approximately 9:15-11:15 during 
Sunday morning worship, once per month.  
 
 We use Sign Up Genius to make scheduling and reminders 
quick and easy!  
 
 For more information in becoming a nursery volunteer or if 
you have any questions, please email our Nursery Coordinator, Patrice 
Hunt, at patricehunt72@gmail.com. 
 

Nathaniel Hunt 
University of NH 

Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy 
Summa Cum Laude 
 
 

 Alexa Gagne 
University of NH 

Summa Cum Laude 
 
 

  Aliza Fournier-Krug 
  Great Bay Community College 

  Associates Degree in                                                 
               Business Administration 
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  Matthew Sturtevant 
  Spaulding High School                                
  Keene State College               
  Math 
 
 
 
 

Cameron Molinaro                                               
Spaulding High School  

 
 
 

Andrew Gagne                                                       
Spaulding High School 

 
 

 

Kyle Libby                                                   
Spaulding High School  
Great Bay Community College 
Criminal Justice 
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(cont. from page 10) 

VBS will take place July 25-29 from 5-7:30. As always, 

we plan to serve dinner before.  All children PreK-6 are 

invited to participate.  Older kids and adults are wel-

come to help lead groups through different stations or 

assist station leaders.  We are also looking for volun-

teers to lead Bible Stories and Recreation Games.  If 

you are interested, please let me know!  We would love 

to have you on board! 

On a Roll!!! 

Michelle Pyrich and The VBS Team 

michelle.pyrich@gmail.com 

CHURCH LIBRARY and MEDIA CENTER 
 

Are you looking for some summer reading ma-
terial, or maybe a movie to watch?  Why not 
check out the Library and Media Center, you 
may find just what you are looking for.  

 
For more information on the resources available,  please con-
tact Marianne Gustafson.  
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Sunday, June 5, 2022    During worship service there will be a 70 
year membership recognition for Marian Veno with coffee fellowship 
after.  
 
 

Sunday, June 12, at 11:30                              
Celebration of Life for Gloria Stiles.  
 
Gloria was an active member of our congregation and 
very involved with Sip N Share.  
 
Please contact Anni or Charlie DeVito for more information.  

Please send Prayer Requests to Pastor Jeff  at jjhrev@gmail.com by 11 AM  
on Wednesdays for inclusion in the Weekly Prayer List and to have a prayer 
request shared during online worship (services are recorded on Sunday 
morning.).  The prayer list book is now available during worship service.   

In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary - 
ONE SERVICE (FOR NOW) @ 9:30 AM SUNDAYS! 

**MASKS ARE OPTIONAL  

RECORDED ONLINE SERVICES 

Online services will continue to be offered on a weekly basis on 
Tuesdays - barring technical issues. Vis-
it www.firstumcrochester.org and look for the link near the 
bottom of the page - or go to YouTube and search for “First Unit-
ed Methodist Church Rochester, NH.” The link is also posted on 
our church Facebook page.  
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A special thank you to the judges Don Chick, Tanya Lee Hervey, and Bar-

ry Nation, to the businesses that donated:  Barry Nation at Winterwood 

Photography, Buffalo Wild Wings, Charlies’ Of Rochester, Clemento’s 

Pizzeria & Brew, Fallen Leaf Bistro, Freedom Beauty Salon, Granite Steak 

& Grill, Hervey’s Tire Company, Inc., Jetpack Comics & Games, Jimmy 

Jones Locker, LaCorona Mexican Restaurant, Little Miss Sophie, Mitchell 

Hill BBQ Grill & Brew, Mr. Sippy BBQ, Papaya Thai Restaurant, Pep-

pers’ Landing Lobster Company, Potter’s House Bakery and Café, River-

Stones Custom Frames, Stitches, Studley’s Florist and Garden Center, 

Town Square Barber Shop, Tri City Bicycles, Wild Willy’s Burgers, 

Windjammers Seafood Restaurant , 110 Grill,  and to all  the behind the 

scenes people who participated, either by submitting photos, photo intake, 

hanging photos, or help with the reception.                           -Cindy Edgerly 

Front Row– Barry Nation 
Back Row- Tanya Lee Hervey,                          Best of Show                  
Samantha Battis, Don Chick                           #87 Flying High 

2022 Rochester Community Photography Show 

https://firstumcrochester.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=36c9845b445f06028656463af&id=47fcdf3ae0&e=e5d5f3e2ba
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2022 Rochester Community Photography Show 

  
BEST OF SHOW 

#87 Flying High – Samantha Battis 
 
 

SCENIC 
 1st – #1 Seclusion – Lisa Shurtleff 

  2nd – #86 After the Storm – Samantha  
 
 

PEOPLE 
1st – #87 Flying High – Samantha Battis 

2nd – #46 Blacksmith – Pat Watts 
 
 

ANIMALS 
1st – #75 Hang in There – Lily Hunt 

2nd – #25 Taking Flight – Denise Houde-Forsythe 
 
 

YOUNG ADULT 
1st – #60 Summer of 2019 – Claire Prieto 

2nd -  #53 Summer Campfire - Kaden Fieldsend 
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
1st – #38 Charlie Brown Christmas – Beth Allard 

2nd – #44 Drops on Bud – Pat Watts 
 
 

JUDGES’ FAVORITES 
Don Chick - #29 Skimmer at Sunset – Kandia Watson 

Tanya Lee Hervey – #86 After the Storm – Samantha Battis 
Barry Nation – #1 Seclusion – Lisa Shurtleff 
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 UKRAINE ASSISTANCE VIA UMCOR  

United Methodists and others wishing to provide 
humanitarian assistance to the Ukrainian people 
in the wake of the Russian invasion may contrib-
ute to Advance #982450, UMCOR International 
Disaster Response and Recovery. This fund will 
provide direct assistance to those in Ukraine as 
well as assistance to Ukrainians fleeing to neigh-
boring countries. Gifts may be made in the fol-
lowing ways:: 

*A check to “FUMC” with “UMCOR Ukraine Advance 982450” in 
the memo 

*Online at https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450 

*By toll-free telephone: 888-252-6174 

*By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance 
#982450-Ukraine” written on the memo line, either mailed and 
addressed to: 

Global Ministries/UMCOR GPO                                                   
P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY, 10087-9068  

One hundred percent of all Advance contributions go to the desig-
nated cause. 
 
The United Methodist community in Ukraine, though quite small, is 
actively engaged in assisting neighbors in need. Global Ministries is 
in touch with the church’s leadership as well as with church leaders 
in countries welcoming those who are fleeing from violence in 
Ukraine. 
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    It was amazing to “cover” the sanctuary with 352 
  Project Linus blankets for dedication on   
  Mothers Day. The children helped the pastor offer 
  prayers for the creators and the children who will re
  ceive the blankets. These blankets will bring comfort 
to children from birth to age 18. 
 
Some members of the team get together Monday nights 6-8 and 
Wednesday mornings 9-11to work together while some create theirs at 
home and stop in to drop off finished blankets or to pick up supplies. 
A few work in tamden - each one doing their part in creating a quilt. 
All are welcome. No experience is necessary. Supplies and assistance 
are available. It is a joy to help comfort a child. For further infor-
mation please contact Cindy Edgerly.  
 

 

The members of this year’s Tri-State Rural Mission Team 
were 2 from Rochester, NH First UMC; 4 from West Scar-
borough, ME UMC; 3 from Portland, ME Rainbow UMC; 1 
from Berlin, CT UMC; and 5 came for the week and 4 came 
for a day to volunteer at United Methodist Economic Minis-
try in Salem, ME. 
 

We corrected a crooked platform, created and installed 
trusses for the pavilion that will be roofed and screened for 
community gatherings. We also created a new cross for the  

(cont. page 15) 
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(Tri-State Rural Mission cont. from page 14) 
 

Chapel in the Woods, sorted clothing and other donations, 
organized several storge areas, cleared the vegetable garden 
to make it  ready for the tractor, weeded 7 flower gardens, 
and helped unload the USDA tractor trailer of canned food. 
They appreciated the donations we brought from Rochester. 

 
Save the Date for Next Years Mission Trip 

June 4-10, 2023.  
 

All are welcome. There is always something for everyone to 
do to help UMEM serve those living in that poverty-stricken 
area. 

Cindy Edgerly 


